
 

 

 

 

 

16/12/2020 

FEEDBACK TO  THE ROADMAP ON DRAFT DELEGATED ACTS ON TECHNICAL 

SCREENING CRITERIA FOR DEFINING TAXONOMY 

 

NGVA Europe welcomes the publication of the draft delegated acts (DA) setting the first Technical 

Screening Criteria (TCS). NGVA Europe would like to express its recommendations for guaranteeing the 

consistency of the TCS across technologies, and ensure that the EU Taxonomy fulfils its objective, which 

is to accelerate green investments in all sustainable activities, including biogas-based mobility. 

GENERAL PRINCIPLES: 

• The TSC should refrain from setting double standards to safeguard predictability for 

investments 

Businesses, governments and financial actors should not be faced with double standards that could 

disrupt markets, distort competition and result in excessive costs. This is particularly important for the 

transport sector, where vehicles and fuels industries need a stable legislative framework to drive the 

necessary investments. The TSC should align with the existing EU legislation that has been specifically 

designed to decarbonise transport. It should not inconsistently cherry-pick EU standards, without a 

transparent rationale. This endangers the development of already available low emissions mobility 

solutions such as natural and renewable gas-based transport. 

• The TSC should support the entire value chains of sustainable activities 

In order to be a tool that truly incentivises sustainable investments, the Taxonomy should make sure 

to cover activities of entire sustainable value chains. In this perspective, NGVA Europe welcomes the 

integration of the “Manufacture of biogas and biofuels for use in transport” in the climate mitigation 

activities. However, this will not be effective if the missing link between the production and the 

consumption sides remains. Indeed, the TSC exclude all types of vehicles running on 

biomethane/biogas and associated refuelling infrastructure from the scope of climate change 

mitigation activities. This is also a missed opportunity to acknowledge the great contribution of 

biomethane to a transition to a circular economy. 

• The TSC should be based on a consistent methodology to include all available sustainable 

technologies 

As it stands, the TSC suffer from important inconsistencies and methodological flaws that prevent 

investors from making fully informed decisions on their investments. For instance, the absence of Life 

Cycle Analysis of the transport related activities does not provide with the real climate impact of all 

mobility solutions in terms of GHG emission reductions. This creates an uneven playing field where the 

so called “zero-emission” options are systematically considered as sustainable, independently from 

the origin of the fuel. Instead, the great potential of solutions like biomethane are not recognised (see 

documents attached). 

 

 



 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1) The TSC related to climate change mitigation for activities linked to road transport (3.3, 6.3, 

6.5, 6.6, 6.15) should align with the definition given in article 2 (34) and criteria of Annex IX, 

Part A of the RED II, in order to include biomethane used in transport. 

The REDII already provides with robust sustainability criteria to define which advanced biofuels to 

support in order to drive the decarbonisation of transport. Biomethane in transport qualifies as an 

“advanced biofuel” according to Annex IX, part A of REDII. 

Furthermore, according to Article 10 (1)(a) of the Taxonomy Regulation, activities generating, 

distributing or using renewable energy in line with RED II qualify as substantially contributing to climate 

change mitigation. This includes biomethane in transport. 

 

2) The TSC for activities 6.3 and 6.6 should also align with standards already set in article 4 (4)(b) 

of the Clean Vehicles Directive to define what is a “clean heavy-duty vehicle”. 

 

3) Delete the labelling of “transitional” for activity 4.13. The manufacture of biogas and biofuels 

for transport allow for “producing clean and efficient fuels from renewable or carbon-neutral 

sources”, as specified in article 10(1) of Regulation 2020/852. 

 

 

 


