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NGVA Europe shares the concerns of the EU Commission about the rising levels of GHG emissions of the 
transport sector. The pandemic crisis demonstrated the paramount importance of a resilient road transport 
system. The post-pandemic period is therefore the opportunity to accelerate the transition towards net-zero 
emissions mobility by making the most of already available clean technologies such as natural & renewable 
gas mobility, while embarking all consumers in a speedy economic recovery. 

The next Smart and Sustainable Mobility Strategy should be designed according to the following principles: 

• Leverage on available solutions to accelerate the decarbonisation. This means accelerating the 
production of renewable fuels such as biomethane, able to have a climate-positive impact 
already on the existing fleet. Incentives for the deployment of refuelling infrastructure (including 
small scale LNG infrastructures and for new/retrofitted gas vehicles) and EU R&I programmes 
must be planned accordingly, supporting all low emissions mobility enabling technologies. 

• System affordability is key to avoid a two-speed Europe towards clean mobility, aggravating the 
gap between Eastern and Western Europe. The rolling out of EVs and FCEVs can be costly for 
consumers and the energy system. Natural gas together with renewable gas, being based on 
conventional technologies and an already structured distribution network, is the most cost-
efficient way to penetrate the market and contribute to the decarbonization process. 

• An interoperable, multimodal transport system for goods and passengers. This should be the 
result of the most efficient and sustainable combination between waterborne, road and railway. 
In this context, CNG and LNG are already today a pivotal component of the EU’s transport 
system. Besides their application in the road sector, they can synergistically be exploited for 
maritime and rail mobility. The interoperability among refuelling stations, bunkering operations, 
and digital connection with productions plants would made the use of this versatile fuel even 
more efficient. 

• Include the fuel dimension in the revision of the CO2 emissions standard regulation. Leveraging 
on the CO2 emissions reduction only at tailpipe level is not sufficient to ensure the shift in 2030-
2040 to a more carbon neutral mobility. Without the contribution of renewable fuels, the CO2 

emissions from the EU fleet will not be reduced at lifecycle level. They must be part of the future 
CO2 emissions standard regulation to stimulate vehicle manufacturers to continue producing 
also in the future highly efficient engines compatible with those fuels. 

Natural gas mobility can strongly contribute to the issues highlighted above. Biomethane and synthetic gas are 
renewable energy sources with very low carbon footprints, and a GHG reduction potential of up to 95%. When 
produced from liquid manure, it prevents the release of methane happening in nature, yet even negative 
emissions are possible. This enables a gas vehicle to operate as carbon neutral. 



 

Renewable gas is already broadly available for consumers across Europe. Currently, a share of 17% of gas used 
as fuel within the transport sector is renewable (bioCNG and bioLNG). In 2030, this share is estimated to rise 
up to 40%, with a correspondent CO2 emissions reduction of more than 55% compared to convention fuels. 

Natural gas mobility has a key role to play in ensuring clean mobility that is affordable to all. Any share of 
renewable gas can be blended in, which allows low GDP Member States to actively support the energy 
transition. Moreover, gas allows for a fuel cost saving of 30% compared with diesel and up to 50% compared 
with gasoline. 

Policy actions are therefore needed through: 

• Incentives for the construction of gas refuelling stations, small scale LNG infrastructures and for 
new/retrofitted gas vehicles 

• Tax exemptions for (bio)LNG and (bio)CNG, reflecting their positive externalities to environment 
and human health 


